of the former American Registry of Professional Entomologists who conceived Insect Potpourri. More cheers for Jean Adams and the Chesapeake Chapter who steered it to completion. Many thanks to the 56 writers who shared with us their experiences in entomology.
Where to begin? This book was made to browse. Just start anywhere and soon you are drawn into history in the making, a poem, or a narrow escape. Most articles are focused on the struggle to control insects in the interest of human welfare while protecting our environment. Others are firsthand accounts of what it is like to be an entomologist. The articles are grouped into seven "chapters," each beginning with a cartoon by Gary Larson from The Far Side followed by 3-11 contributions. The seven chapters cover (1) insects as friends, (2) insects affecting public health of man and animals, (3) insects as enemies of our trees and forests, (4) insects around the house, (5) controlling insects of agricultural crops, (6) protecting our environment and the challenge of entomology as a career, and, (7) unusual facts about insects and other arthropods.
The potpourri was intended to stimulate interest among students and the general public, to explain our profession, and to encourage young readers to choose entomology as a career. I found at least two other purposes. First, it is an excellent reference for teachers, both for preparation of lectures and as a source of reading assignments. The articles are short and easy to understand in contrast to the usual review articles intended for our colleagues. A small sample of topics includes yellow fever, malaria, screwworms, gypsy moths, boll weevils, bollworms, mites, honey bees (Africanized and otherwise), fire ants, cockroaches, monarch butterflies, and ladybird beetles. A course or seminar in the recent AMERICAN 
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history of entomology could be developed from the book. Second, professional entomologists and competitors in the Linnaean Games should enjoy sharing the exploits of their colleagues (how hoola hoops saved a project on grasshoppers in France) and learning new trivia (the first "insect" postage stamp was issued in Nicaragua in 1891). What to criticize? Author R. M. Henrickson, Jr., was omitted from the list of contributors. An index would have been helpful, especially to find again some curious bit of insect lore. More references to the literature would have helped students and teachers.;' Near the end of the book a disturbing set of circumstances emerges: entomologists dedicate their lives to the management of insects for the benefit of society. Exceptional scientific ability and perseverance are required. The future of entomology depends on recruiting new amateurs and professionals. Yet, the public at large is generally apprehensive, if not fearful, of insects. The number of people who really enjoy insects is estimated to be about as small as the number who have a pathological phobia. Teenagers might seem to be the proper target for recruitment. Alas, a survey showed that even the ones who are interested in insects often conceal this interest. Not cool. Let's put this book in the hands of bright teenagers anyway. The appeal is bound to be irresistible! As the most remote of all earth's island systems, the Hawaiian Islands harbor a wide diversity of fascinating invertebrate biota. Darwin's classic analysis of evolution would have come a lot earlier if he had only traveled to Hawaii first. there are only 34 pages of text, but what is here is written in a clear, readable style, and is packed with information that lacks unnecessary scientific jargon. I found myself rereading often, not because of a lack of clarity, but because of the abundance of concise information.
The text includes more than a discussion of Hawaiian insects. It begins with a description of the geographic features of these volcanic peaks. Next follows a brief discussion of the origins of entomology in Hawaii beginning with early polynesians and James Cook's 18th Century visits. Two brief chapters on the origins and evolution of island biota are included with special attention given to those unique insects associated with lava tubes and caves. The text ends with chapters treating the effect of recent human intervention and exotic invasions and a discussion of how insects can be used in teaching.
The rest of the book, some 90 pages, consists of nearly 200 magnificent, color, close-up photographs of Hawaiian arthropods, each with a detailed caption denoting the gender, stage, family, endemnicity, distribution, habitat, and ecological niche of the subject depicted. Included with most too, as garnish, are interesting, unique facts about the specimens shown.
The book is hardbound and has a near pocket-sized format, suitable for use as a field reference. It is printed on high-quality, durable, slick stock.
I am hard pressed to find any valid fault with this work, but so you'll know that I did peruse the book, I'll try. All I can identify is that the island habitat maps illustration that shows vegetational zones is confusing; the geographic arrangement of the eight major Hawaiian Islands is scrambled, apparently to save space ant to keep a workable scale. Perhaps lines should
